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So thatÕs a wrap on the 22/23 sailing season!   
In summing up the season, it is fair to say that it has been dominated by 
high lake levels and a cooler than average summer but one with stronger 
winds than in recent years. Whilst we only lost few races to bad weather, it 
did mean that attendance was a little lower than in previous years as fair 
winds and blue skies were more of a rarity than most people would have 
preferred. 

However, the Club is continuing to grow with new members, particularly 
lady members who have made an outstanding contribution to the Club this 
past year. 

As I mentioned in last yearÕs report, the loss of John Byrne left a 
considerable hole in both on-the-water activities and those Ôbehind-the-
scenesÕ shore duties.  Nevertheless, in relation to on-the-water activities, 
IÕm pleased to say that everyone stepped up to the plate and took their turn 
as Race Officer.  It was a steep learning curve for some and the cause of 
some frustration to others!  On shore, my thanks must go, in particular, to 
Tim Symons, who has picked up the majority of those mundane but essential 
tasks Ð not least of which has been working out race results (handicap and 
yardstick).  It is something all of us are going to need to learn to do in 
coming seasons to spread the load. 

The Ôduty ROÕ model will also be one we need to continue to operate in the 
future.  However, there will be more training sessions lined up for the 
beginning of next season as well as opportunities to get official 
qualifications through Australian Sailing courses.  And of course, the job is 
always open to anyone who might want to do it full time!  

Without wishing to steal the Club CaptainÕs thunder, my report would not be 
complete without mentioning some of the sailing highlights during the 
season.   

Our biennial Snowy Mountains Regatta incorporating the Nacra NSW State 
Titles, was held over the weekend 2-4 Dec 22.  Around 20 visiting Nacras 
turned up (mainly a mixture of 16s and 5.8s) as well as Mosquitos, Vipers, an 
Eliot 7and assorted monohulls.  We were blessed with some sunshine and 
good winds on the Saturday and managed to get four races in. It was just as 
well since Sunday dawned with little wind.  What wind there was continued 
to shift around all morning until the PRO was forced to abandon any further 
racing around lunchtime.  Nevertheless, the event was a great success and 
visiting crews left very satisfied that theyÕd had an enjoyable and 
worthwhile weekend. 

Other sailing highlights included our lady members participating in the 
SheSails Development Regatta at Newcastle Cruising and Yacht Club over the 
weekend 4/5 Mar 23 sailing in the NCYC Force24 inshore keelboats.  
Congratulations to all. 



Other news of note was (at last) the official opening of our new sheds by the 
then NSW Member for Monaro Nichole Overall on Wed 14 Dec 22. 

It is customary in these Reports for the Commodore to formally thank those 
club members who have given of their free time to help further the aims of 
the Club or the sport of Sailing generally.   

Firstly, thank you to all Committee members who have worked tirelessly in 
their specific roles.  Secondly, a huge thank you to all the unsung volunteers 
without whom the Club would simply not run.  These are club members, 
who in the main do not race, but nevertheless give freely of their time 
either in the galley or on the rescue boat to ensure that the rest of us can 
sail safely and return to shore after racing with a good meal already 
prepared. 

I could go on describing those who contribute to the ongoing development of 
the Club.  However, once again I would like to highlight the work of our 
Training Team and the members of the Junior Committee.  They do fantastic 
work teaching and coaching the Green Fleet, the SheSails program, running 
other AS courses and advocating for junior member involvement in the 
management of the Club as a whole.  Thor Slater took over the role of 
Training and Development Officer this time last year and we all owe him a 
huge debt of thanks for his work.  At the end of the day, our junior 
membership represents the future of the Club. 

In closing, weÕre already looking forward to another successful season in 
23/24.  Next yearÕs program is already in development and whilst there will 
not be a Snowy Mountains Regatta this year, we have agreed to host some 
external events (probably in early 2024).   

For now, I hope you enjoy the Winter (skiing or otherwise) and I look 
forward to seeing you all on the water come the start of the new season. 

John Baird 
Commodore 
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Introduction
Firstly IÕd like to thank all of our club members, for their contributions of effort and 

time throughout the year which has lead to another successful and great sailing season. 

Many hours of time (from many of our members) on and off the water ensure the club 

remains viable, successful and above all a safe place for people to enjoy sailing. So again 

thank you to all who have helped out!

Once again we started the season with high lake levels. As it seams, this is 

something we have grown a custom to but it did throw out some challengers when 

organising and making plans for the regatta. Parking, rigging areas and just overall space 

to accomodate all of the expected guests was in short supply. Thank you to Adam 

Robinson and the Jindabyne Trail Stewardship, for realigning sections of the existing bike 

tracks allowing us substantially more space for rigging and parking. 

As it turned out the lake levels did subside throughout the course of the season and 

by the end the levels were at a more ÒnormalÓ level where we could start to reclaim 

rigging and parking areas. Lets hope these levels remain more ÒnormalÓ heading into next 

summer!

 

Events and Sailing

¥ As trialled through the 21/22 season, we implemented a system to improve our ability 
to set the ÔbestÕ course we can on any given day. Along with a few additions, this 
system has now been implemented by the club allowing the Race OfÞcer of the day 
greater ßexibility in setting up a course. In all, we enjoyed (for the most part) an 
improvement in the courses being set due to greater options being available to the RO, 
and apart from the wind shifts (that we are all to familiar with) it has given us a 
greater chance of setting a true course for the day.

¥ On the 2nd of December the club held itÕs Bi-annual Snowy Mountains Regatta and the 
Nacra State Titles as a combined event. Both of these events were claimed a success as 
we managed to complete the required minimum of 4 races on the Saturday, making the 
most of a consistent breeze out of the South East. Sailing was abandoned on the 
Sunday due to no wind. Thanks to the regatta sub committee for getting this event 
organised.

¥ Our normal sailing program of the Wednesday twilight hÕcap series and Sunday point 
score series were both completed with any abandoned races being made up for 
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throughout the season. Due to factors in the weather, the Sunday trophy series did not 
complete all of itÕs scheduled events but did however complete the minimum 
requirement for the series to be deemed complete. Congratulations to all competitors 
who competed in these events and those who came out on top! The competition in 
both divisions was very close coming down to the Þnal races of the series to crown a 
winner. Well done to all!

¥ Division 3 was a class introduced this season to help accomodate new sailors coming 
into the sport. This happened on 3 x twilight and 1 x point score races. Hopefully this 
division can grow into the future helping to increase active member participation.

¥ Over all, this seasons participation numbers were a little down when compared to the 
two sailing seasons prior 20/21, 21/22 (Covid years) but on par with the two seasons 
prior to that. Maybe people are returning to a more normal pattern by travelling and 
getting out of town a bit more.

¥ Congratulations to all those who travelled away this season and represented LJSC in 
various regattaÕs around the country. Especially to those who went down to the 
Wallagoot regatta reciprocating the support that they showed for us. I believe It was a 
great regatta and weekend with a consistent sea breeze for both days of sailing. Well 
done to our competitors as it really is the best way to improve your racing and sailing 
skills whilst representing your own club.

¥ Season 23/24; Will the trialled Autumn series be added to the sailing program? This is 
a series that I personally did not compete in so cannot comment on itÕs success but it 
will be discussed by the committee on itÕs inclusion moving into the future.

      It has also been discussed that some training take place for those interested in learning 
      about Sailwave to help Tim out with recording all of the race results. So please if  
      anyone feels they could be interested in their please get in touch.

ThatÕs about it from me,  IÕd like to wish everyone all the best for the coming winter and 
hope to see you all back at the club for the start of the 23/24 season.
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